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1.1 Introduction or Background
This is the draft Community Plan for Brecon.  It is the product of extensive community and 
stakeholder consultation looking at the future needs of the town.  Produced in concert with 
Brecon 20:20, a steering group consisting of community representatives, Brecon Town Council, 
and Powys County Council, this document sets out the future aspirations for the well-being of 
the community of Brecon for the next 5 years and beyond.  The plan will be subject to yearly 
monitoring and 5 yearly periods of review.

This document is the third of the Place Plan Project currently underway within the National 
Park.  The Project is a joint project between the Planning and Sustainable Communities teams 
within the National Park.  As members are aware, a Place Plan is a community derived action 
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plan intended to guide the future development of a place over a five year period.  Although 
firmly rooted within planning policy, it is the intention of a place plan to consider all social, 
economic and environmental factors which go to make up vital and viable community.  The 
goals of the place plan project are as follows:

 Improve the resilience of National Park communities through development of 
community led plans for sustainable development and improved wellbeing

 Provide a clear evidence base for future iterations of the Local Development Plan
 Engage and empower more communities to take control of their future development
 Ensure better planning decisions are made, with community involvement through the 

adoption of such plans as Supplementary Planning Guidance.

The Local Development Plan commits to the development of place plans (previously termed 
Village Plans) across the National Park area, and crucially, for these documents to be adopted 
as Supplementary Planning Guidance to the Local Development Plan.  The reasoning behind this 
intention is to ensure that future planning decisions about a place are made within the context 
of community need and aspirations for development.  This furthers the LDP Environmental 
Capacity Approach to Sustainable Development.  This approach posits the importance of the 
National Park Authority’s statutory purposes and duty in the formation of planning policy and 
land allocations on a strategic level.  A place plan can provide detail of what that means at the 
local level for individual communities and places within the National Park.

The benefits of the development of place plans obviously extend beyond the land use planning 
system.  Such community derived action plans will assist communities in accessing funding 
opportunities through demonstration of community need for future plans and projects.

1.2 Proposals

The proposed draft Brecon Town Community Plan is attached as Enclosure 1 to this report.  
Officers are seeking member approval to publish the document for a final period of public 
consultation prior to seeking approval for the adoption of the plan as Supplementary Planning 
Guidance to the Local Development Plan

The town plan consists of eight sections addressing the following topic areas:
1. Streetscene
2. Parking & traffic
3. Retail & market
4. Community facilities & services
5. Housing
6. Arts & Culture
7. Greenspaces & Sport
8. Energy & Climate Change

The plan sets out policy and actions to address identified issues to aid the implementation of 
Local Development Plan policy K LP1 as it relates to Brecon.



This plan is the culmination of three years of work within the community by the Brecon 20:20 
Town Plan Steering group to understand the future needs of the town.  The town plan steering 
group (Brecon 20:20) is made up of representatives from the community, Brecon Town 
Council, Powys County Council and BBNPA Sustainable Communities and Planning teams.

The steering group has followed a detailed programme of plan development as follows:

1. Review of all adopted plans and programmes of relevance to Brecon (eg LDP, NPMP, 
Powys Vision 2025)

2. Key Stakeholder Panel to identify key issues for the plan to address & develop survey 
questionnaire 

3. All residents questionnaire distributed to households across the town
4. Data analysis of survey results & report
5. Feedback infographics produced & displayed
6. Key Stakeholder Action Planning workshop
7. Sub-Group Panels of wide range of stakeholders to review data & action plan by section
8. Draft Action Plan
9. Brecon 20:20 & key stakeholders agree action plan

The next stages in the process are anticipated as follows

10. 8 week public consultation 
11. Adoption of plan by the National Park Authority, Brecon Town Council & Powys 

County Council
12. Yearly monitoring report
13. 5 yearly review 

1.3 Implications

The proposed consultation on the draft Community Derived Plan is one of the final stages in 
the development of the Plan and has a two-fold purpose
- To provide all those involved in the production of the plan, especially residents of Brecon 

the opportunity to provide comments on the finalised action plan.
- To provide stakeholders who have not been directly involved with plan development 

opportunity to review the plan contents prior to finalisation as SPG.

Following the eight week period of consultation, a comprehensive report of consultation will be 
produced with recommendations for the finalised document.  Both the report of consultation 
and the final document will be presented to the May National Park Authority for final approval 
of the document.



1.4 Risk

There are no significant risks to the Authority in relation to the proposed draft Supplementary 
Planning Guidance, however failure to consult on this stage of plan production would 
compromise the soundness of utilising the proposed document as supplementary planning 
guidance to the Local Development Plan.

1.5 Conclusion

Brecon 20:20 have undertaken extensive work with the community to develop a 
comprehensive action plan for the future wellbeing of residents of Brecon.  This document will 
ensure that future planning applications within Brecon are determined in accordance with 
community aspirations. Moreover this is only the third plan of its kind within the National Park, 
its success will provide inspiration for other communities to undertake similar work and so 
further the NPA’s understanding of our communities need.

RECOMMENDATION(S):

a) Approve the Brecon Community Derived Plan: Draft Supplementary Planning   
Guidance for an 8 week period of public consultation.


